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HTJMAI.{ISM

PART I

HUMANISM OUTLINED

The Absolute Urztqueness of eo':h Perso.n's Pltil-
osophy.

PHILOSOPHY is the outgrowth of the
unique nature and experience of the philoso-

pher. 'Ihe unique human equation cannot be re-
moved from a philosophical system. Therefore, phil-
osophy is not one but many. This pluralism o{
human outlook shows tJ:e futility of seeking a uni-
versally ,valid cosmic point of view, Hence the
hunranist is at once egocentrie in that he consciously
looks out upon life through his own windows, and
essentially modest in that he is unwilling to read
the impressions and ideas of individual Dersons into
cosmic life as a whole. So he regards philosophy as
a useful instrument, but as basicly personal and
improvable.
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2. Life Is in the Mahing and We Are participdnts

fui the Process.

(a) The compiement oi the uniqueness of each
person's philosophy is in the raultiple anC evclving
nature of life itself. Life is a complex of personal
and other-than personal processes, which so inter-
penetrate that neither can be regarded as '.higher,,
than the other. Hence "personality,, cannot be
segregated and held to be more worthful than the
"impersonal processes." .

(b) 
"o 

the humanist creative evolution is a fact,
not a mere figure of speech. IIe taJces evolution
seriously, and so refuses to n.sew up the {Jniverse"
.or to "put the end in the beginning.', New levels
of creation actually result in new things, not in a
mere readjustrnent of old things.

(c) The cause of the evolutionarv process is not
a push from below nor a pull from. above but a
creative impulse within. Life processes are not
mechanistic, but organic. A machine is built of in-
flexible parts; en organism is flexible and setf-regu-
lative. The moves of the parts of machihery are
caused by anterior moves. The moves of the parts
of an organisrn are caused by anterior moves, by
inner changes, end by future possibilities, that is, by
ideas and ideals. The humanist believes mightily
in the causal nature of things yet to be.
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3. The Intelligent Control of Moteriols, P'rocesses
and ldeols for Hmnan Ends.

Hunranism is not merely a method of solving the
probieni of knowing, bui an aititudq tcrvards the
problem of making life rich and full and glorious. It
finds the test of worth in contribution to human
well-being. Its basic method. of persona! and social
progress is intelligent co-operation witb arrd control
of life processes. The technique of co-operation
and control must be worked out experirr:entally, and
aitered in the light of subsequent exgxrience. But
always the primary aim is central, viz., hutna* well-
being.

More in detail, the fundamentals of humanisnr
are: (l ) the authoritu of evidence, (2) the supr'em-
acy of intelligence, (3) the validity of freedom, (4)
the leadership of the competent, and (5) the corn-
monwealth of ma:i. Let us sec ivhat thcsc funda-
mentals involve.

I: Tss AursoRrry or Evrnascs

Man has always tended to rely on authorig of
one sort or another. With some men, authodty
has rested in various externals:as oracles, se€rs:
teachers, institutions, books, creeds, and the like.
With others, authority has been internal-as co,n-
science, inner light, sens€ of ought, pure relrson,
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and tire like. But the tendency is rnore and n-,ore
to rely on evidence; that is, on facts reasonably in-
terpreteci. Throughoui pracricai iife rhe auihoriiy
of evidence is very generally accepted. Through-
out the world of science evidence is the sole author-
ity. Jurisprudence presupposes loyatty to evidence.
It has been said that the most important of all dis-
tinctions is that between the questions: Might it
not be so? and Vfhat evidence is there that it is sc?
Thomas Huxley said, "The deepest sin against the
hrman mind is to believe thingp without evidence."

Religious beliefs for the most part have been
founded not on carefully weighed evidence but on
uacriticised desire, ecsiaiic experience, ?nd lalse
logrc. Authoritarian creeds trzually consist primar-
ily of pronouncements in regard to things unknown
if not unknowable, and secondarily with man's con-
duct in view of the primary pronouncements. But
thus far there is not a shred of competent evidence
in regard to the nature and purpose of ultimate real-
itv. Hence a conducJ-creerl frased c'n such pro-
nonncements is a house of straw on shi{ting sand.
Only man's sounct instincts have saved him frorn the
utter scandal of committing his body as well as his
soul to such precarious dwellings. A healthy nat-
ure has saved many a malr from the logical conse-
quences of his formal piofessions.

So unfounded in point o{ evidence are the author-
itarian systems of religion that in my judgment they
rnay well be left otrt of account in the new formula-
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tion. lVe do not need a paraphrase of Calvini$cl.
an anemic counterfeit orthodoxy, but a new depart-
ure that will depart as far from the creeds of the
pre-scientific age as cail be justified by the evidence
at hand. This may reduce the number of our be-
liefs; but it i-q better to have fewer beliefs than to
have so many that are not true.

The genuine humanist is willing to follow the evi.
dence wherever its reasonabie interpretation mav
lead. He makes no reservations. There are no for-
bidden fields. Though the evidence slay hin:, yet
will he follow it, firm in the belief that fact is bet-
ter than fiction, that truth is better than error, that
the uneasy struggle for knowledge is better than
the peace that possesseth understanding. In fact,
he wants very little to do with the peace that passeth
understanding; he wants a peace that is understand-
able and that is rrnderstnorl.

II. Tnn SUpREldAcy oF INTELLTcENcE

Closely related to the authority of evidence is the
supremacy of intelligence. The function of evi-
dence is to reveal the truth. The function of intelli-
gence is to control conduct in harmony with the
desirable possibilities revealed by the truth.

The acceptance of the supremacy of intelligence
has far-reaching consequences. ft means a break


